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By Jack Fitzpatrick
Washington Brief

« Rep. Ryan Zinke (R-Mont.) said climate change is not a hoax, though he
hedged on how much influence humans have on it, during the hearing

Examiner)

« The Obama administration announced it will send $500 million to the
international Green Climate Fund to help address climate change. (The
Wall Street Journal)

«  Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) announced he will
introduce a bill that would permanently guarantee health care coverage
for retired coal miners and their dependents, while another bipartisan

Hill)

Business Brief

« ExxonMobil Corp. agreed to buy companies with drilling rights on 250,000
acres in the Permian Basin in Texas and New Mexico in a deal worth $5.6
billion in Exxon shares and up to $1 billion more in cash. (Financial Times)

= Energy Transfer Partners asked a federal judge to block the Army Corps
of Engineers from launching a full environmental impact statement on the
Dakota Access pipeline. (The Associated Press)

« Saudi Aramco CEO Amin Nasser said his company is investing $25 trillion
over the next 25 years to build its oll and gas production capacity to meet
future growth. (Reuters)
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Events Calendar (All Times Local)

Wednesday

Confirmation hearing for Pruitt to lead the EPA

CSIS discussion on African natural gas

Thursday

Confirmation hearing for Perry to lead the Energy Dept.
Friday

Inauguration Da
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General

Trump's Interior pick promises local cooperation, park malintenance
Timothy Cama, The Hill

Rep. Ryan Zinke, President-elect Donald Trump's choice to lead the Interior
Department, on Tuesday called public lands "America's treasure" and promised
changes like better cooperation with local communities near federal lands.
Zinke's opening speech at his confirmation hearing before the Senate Energy
and Natural Resources Committee focused on his credentials as a committed
conservationist, while largely avoiding controversial issues like how much fossil
fuel extraction should happen on federal land.

‘Vops’ auestion one of many likely to dog Perry's confirmation
Hannah Northey, E&E Daily

Does former Texas Gov. Rick Perry (R) still want to dismantle the Department
of Energy, the sprawling federal entity he's slated to lead if confirmed by the
Senate? While the bulk of the panel's 12 Republicans have signaled support
for Perry, who failed to win the White House in the past two presidential
elections, a number of the committee's 10 Democrats have questions about
worker protection and Perry's qualifications to oversee the nation's nuclear
arsenal and the world's largest environmental cleanup program.

Why the EPA nominee could be a political wrecking ball

Zack Colman, Christian Science Monitor

When new presidents come to the White House, the pendulum of federal
environmental action tends to swing, and under Donald Trump it may take an
unusually wide shift - seen especially in passing responsibility to the states.
State empowerment stands out like no other theme as a guiding light for Scott
Pruitt, who faces a confirmation hearing today as President-elect Trump's
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